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Why replace missing teeth?

Good dental health makes life easier in many ways. A full set of healthy teeth helps you chew, eat and speak without pain or
complications; contributes to your overall health; and makes it easy to smile. Dentures, missing teeth, ongoing gum disease, or
badly worn teeth all contribute to oral health issues and may also make smiling uncomfortable.
Losing a tooth affects your smile’s appearance and, maybe even more so, your general health. Many people do not understand
the health complications which can arise from ignoring even one missing tooth. If you lose a tooth in the back of your mouth,
and it’s not very noticeable when you smile, you may think it doesn’t really matter if you have it replaced or not. The truth of the
matter is that underneath the surface, your oral health begins to suffer. This suffering manifests itself in ways such as:
•

Deteriorating jawbone and jawbone density

•

Neighbouring teeth become misaligned

•

Stability and structure of your arches become compromised

•

Jaw and neck pain, as well as headaches

•

Loss of multiple teeth leads to issues with speaking and eating

By replacing one tooth, you are looking after your jawbone, neighbouring teeth and bite alignment. That’s why Access Dental
Care recommends implant dentistry to treat a missing tooth (or teeth).
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What are dental implants?

Dental implants are the most advanced option for patients looking to replace missing teeth. An implant is a small titanium fixture
that serves as an artificial tooth root. Made from medical grade titanium and combined with a custom-made dental prosthetic,
implant dentistry provides a secure and natural looking long-term replacement for the entire missing tooth.
The success of implant-supported tooth replacement is corroborated by 20 years of clinical studies. These studies demonstrate
functionality and positive aesthetic outcomes are attained by the majority of patients with a cumulative complication rate of only
1% per year.

Your dental implant options
Dental implants are used to replace teeth when they are badly damaged with no hope of survival, or missing. Dental implant
options are available whether you need to replace one tooth or a whole arch; there is a dental implant procedure to help you.

Single dental implant

Multiple dental implant

Implant supported
dentures

Full arch restorations
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Dental implant procedure

The implant treatment is staged over four appointments.
First Appointment: Consultation
During the initial consultation, your medical and dental health is assessed, and your problem will be diagnosed. Your Access
Dental Care dentist will explain the different options to you and together decide on the appropriate treatment for you. If you
decide on dental implants, a treatment plan is devised.
Second Appointment: Implant Placement
The dental implant is placed into the ideal position in your jaw bone at the site of tooth loss. This can be performed under local
anaesthesia, IV sedation, or a general anaesthetic depending on your preference. This will then need to heal properly which can
be several months.
Third Appointment: Impression Taking
Impressions of the healed implant are taken for the new dental crown or bridge. This is not a surgical procedure. Your dentist
will also take a shade selection to match the colour of your natural teeth.
Fourth Appointment: Insertion of Teeth
Your new tooth/teeth are inserted into your mouth. Instructions are provided on how to best care for your new teeth. This is
usually followed by a few follow-up visits to check functionality and aesthetics. In short, re-examination is to ensure you are
completely satisfied with your new teet

What are the benefits of dental implants?
Replacing a missing tooth with implant dentistry comes with a range of health benefits. Some of these benefits include:
•

Preventing other teeth from migrating: When you lose a tooth, the teeth on either side of the gap start to shift in an attempt
to cover the gap. This is problematic as it can cause your teeth to become misaligned.

•

Looking after the health of your jaw: By replacing the tooth root with a dental implant, the growth-stimulating pressure is
restored to your jaw.

•

Adjacent teeth won’t have to be shaved: Unlike bridges, dental implants do not require existing healthy teeth to be shaved
down.

•

Encourage healthy digestion: A missing tooth has negative impacts on your digestion. Replacing this gap encourages healthy
digestion and, in turn, benefits your overall health and well-being.
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Am I suitable for a dental implant procedure?

Your suitability for the treatment is the most important aspect which influences the success of the procedure.
As a successful dental implant patient, you need to have:
1. An adequate amount of jawbone: An adequate amount of jawbone needs to be present for successful osseointegration (when
the implant fuses to jawbone). If you do not have adequate jaw bone material, a bone graft can be carried out before implant
dentistry.
2. Good oral health: You need to stick to a strict oral hygiene routine to ensure successful healing of your implant and to avoid
gum disease and decay. Your oral health indicates whether you can handle the treatment as well as any potential risks or
complications associated with implant surgery.
3. No presence of gum disease: Gum disease can cause a high risk of implant failure. If you do suffer from gum disease, it will
first need to be treated before an implant treatment can occur.
If you are suffering from jawbone loss, gum disease or poor oral health, there are many things that can be done to prepare you
for an implant procedure and turn you into a suitable candidate.
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Contact Us

Perth CBD

East Perth

Bull Creek

Level 7, 140 St George’s Terrace,
Perth 6000

Suite 104, 128 Adelaide Terrace,
Perth 6004

64 Bull Creek Drive,
Bull Creek, 6149

(08) 9468 7293
perthcbd@accessdentalcare.com.au

(08) 9225 6888
eastperth@accessdentalcare.com.au

(08) 9468 7289
bullcreek@accessdentalcare.com.au

Opening Hours

Opening Hours

Opening Hours

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday: 		

8am – 5:30pm
8am – 6pm
8am – 5pm
8am – 5pm
8am – 4:30pm

accessdentalcare.com.au

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday: 		
Saturday:

8:30am – 7pm
8:30am – 7pm
8:30am – 5pm
8:30am - 7pm
8:30am – 4:30pm
8am – 2pm

Monday:
8:30am – 5pm
Tuesday:
8:30am – 5pm
Wednesday:
8:30am – 6pm
Thursday:
8:30am – 7pm
Friday: 		
8:30am – 5pm
Saturday:
8am – 12pm (after
		hours appointment
		available)

